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An ultra-marathon runner is 
attempting to complete 40 miles 
on the roads of his hometown 
this month, while undergoing 
treatment for pancreatic cancer.

Dan Godley, of Alsager, was 
only 28 when he was diagnosed 
in November with an aggressive 
form of the disease, which is very 
rare in people so young. 

Mr Godley’s Run 40 For 
Pancreatic Cancer challenge 
during February is in aid of 
Pancreatic Cancer UK and he has 
already raised £6,000.

Just weeks before his diagnosis, 
the asset performance manager 
had completed the Maverick Race 
35-mile ultra-marathon in the 
Peak District.

Exercise has always been a 
“huge part” of Mr Godley’s life 
and still is during his treatment.

He has now reached the 
halfway stage of 12 chemotherapy 
sessions at The Christie in south 
Manchester while continuing to 
clock up the miles on his runs 
around Alsager, in which he has 
already “smashed” a 5k in under 
30 minutes.

On his Just Giving fundraising 
page, Mr Godley said: “I want to 
raise money for Pancreatic Cancer 
UK because they are providing so 
much support for me right now 
and is an amazing charity. I figure 
I should be able to do 40 miles in 
a month. I used to average about 
45 in a week!”

He added: “It’s unacceptable 
that more than half of people 
diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer die within three months. 
Survival rates have improved 

enormously for most cancers, yet 
for pancreatic cancer, this is not 
the case.

“Pancreatic Cancer UK is 
dedicated to taking on this 
injustice using every possible 
means. They’re supporting people 
with pancreatic cancer now, 
campaigning, and funding vital 
research to transform the future. 

“That’s why I’m taking on this 
challenge - to help them make the 
breakthroughs that people with 
pancreatic cancer so desperately 
need.”

Mr Godley works for the London 
borough of Hackney as an asset 
performance manager for its social 
housing department.

He and fiancé Anna Rowe are 
living with his parents, Helen and 
David Godley, in Alsager while he 
is being treated at The Christie.

Mr Godley said: “They’ve 
all been incredibly supportive 
throughout. I’ve been baking 
and cooking a lot while on 
chemotherapy, so my mum, dad and 
Anna have been enjoying that a lot!”

Mr Godley, one of six children, 
started writing a blog following his 
diagnosis, called Ebb and Flow, in 
which he wrote: “Although this 
blog was created as a response 
to the diagnosis, the aim of it is 
far-reaching: to document my 
experience of cancer, provide a 
space of catharsis for the many 
thoughts throughout the journey 
and beyond, and to help others find 
positivity and meaning in life that 
only became possible to me once I 
was facing this situation.”

In a recent blog, Mr Godley 
posted: “It is truly astonishing, and 
reading the lovely comments is so 
heart-warming, fulfilling and just 

downright incredible. I feel so lucky 
that so many people in the world 
clearly connect with the struggle, 
whether for personal reasons of 
being affected by pancreatic cancer 
in some way or just connecting with 
the writing.”

This week, he thanked the 
people of Alsager for their support, 
saying: “I have raised £6,000 so 
far. I’d estimate that about half of 
this has come from the people of 
Alsager. There was a huge wave 
of contributions after it was posted 
in various Alsager groups on 
Facebook. It was quite incredible.”

Some of his other running feats 
include two separate 100km ultra-
marathons, the most recent one 
being the GB Ultra Scotland in 
2020. He has also competed in the 
Brighton and Richmond marathons.

Posting on social media about 
his 40-mile running challenge in 
Alsager during February, friend 
Aneurin Drew Jones said: “It’d be a 
pretty challenging task for someone 
without this disease, but he’s got 
the added difficulty of fighting the 
effects of chemotherapy to cope 
with. 

“Since his diagnosis, he’s 

shown such courage and positivity, 
regardless of the situation he’s found 
himself in. He’s a true inspiration.”

To donate to Mr Godley’s fund-
raiser, visit justgiving.com and 
search for “run40infebruary2022-
dangodley”.

(Photos: Dan Godley).

Runner’s challenge during 
pancreatic cancer treatment

People have been asked to give 
Mr Godley a wave if they see 
him running through Alsager.

Mr Godley during the GB Ultra Scotland race in 2020. Mr Godley on the day of the Maverick Race in the Peak District.

A 74-year-old man from Crewe 
has been jailed for 12 years after 
being found guilty of a string of 
sex offences.

David Palin was sentenced 
at Chester Crown Court on 2nd 
February, following a week-long 
trial.

He was found guilty of 17 
counts of child sex offences. The 
offences began in the early 1970s, 
when he was in his 20s, through 
to 2004.

There were three victims who 
were under 13 and younger at the 
time of the abuse.

One of the victims came 
forward in 2002 but the 
investigation was closed but when 
two further victims came forward 
in 2017, the case was reopened, 
and a lengthy investigation began.

He was then charged in 2020 
with 15 charges of child sex 
offences. A further two were 
added at a later date.

DC Lindsay Wooffitt said: 
“Palin’s actions have traumatised 
the women, who were young girls 
at the time.

“He took advantage of their 
families’ trust in him — the 
consequences of which have been 
devastating for them as they tried 
to negotiate life after their abuse 
and live with the psychological 
wounds that such abuse inflicts 

on a person. What he did to these 
women is abhorrent and I’m 
pleased that after this complex 
investigation we were able to put 
forward a compelling case that 
resulted in his conviction.”

He added: “I’d like to 
commend these three women for 
their bravery in coming forward 
to give evidence and relive what 
was a harrowing time in their 
young lives. They were supported 
throughout, and I hope that the 
conviction will help them in some 
way, and encourage others to 
come forward if they have been 
a victim of abuse, no matter how 
long ago it happened.”

Crewe man jailed for 
series of sex offences 
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‘No money’ available 
for ‘high priority’ 
road improvements

Coun June Buckley added: 
“We aren’t getting our fair share 
whether our roads are A, B or 
C.”

The council voted 

unanimously in favour of 
writing to Cheshire East asking 
it to reinstate the money.

The Chronicle asked the 
borough council to comment but 
it did not respond by deadline 
yesterday (Wednesday).

Boy (16) asphyxiated 
hedgehog, court told 

He was made the subject of a 
referral order to the Cheshire East 
Youth Offender Panel for nine 
months. His parent or guardian must 
attend meetings.

The second youth, (11), admitted 
that on or about 28th August he 
kicked a hedgehog with intent to 
inflict unnecessary suffering.

He was ordered to pay costs to 
the Crown Prosecution Service of 
£85 and given a referral order to 
the youth offender panel for nine 
months. His parent or guardian must 
also attend meetings.

• — From front page When a young person pleads 
guilty in court to their first criminal 
offence, the usual outcome is a 
referral order, between three and 
12 months long. The court will set 
the length of the order based on an 
assessment of the seriousness of the 
offence.

The contract is an agreement 
between panel members and the 
young person about what work 
will be done with and by the 
young person during the order. The 
contract must include some work 
to reduce the risk of re-offending, 
and some activity to repair the harm 
they have caused, sometimes called 
reparation.GOT A STORY?
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Council tax payers in Cheshire 
East will see a 2.99% hike from 
April, adding £47.21 a year to a 
bill for a band D property.

Members of the Corporate 
Policy Committee agreed on 
Thursday to recommend that full 
council approved the increase 
as part of its budget for 2022/23 
(writes local democracy reporter 
Belinda Ryan).

The 2.99%, which includes 1% 
ring-fenced for adult social care, 
still needs to be rubber stamped at 
the full meeting of the council on 
Thursday, as only the full council 
can approve the budget and then 
set the resulting council tax.

If approved, it will see Cheshire 
East’s share of the council tax bill 
rise from £1,5793 to £1,626.24 
for a band D property.

Conservative group leader 
Janet Clowes (Wybunbury) 
said the Tories had questioned 
whether to support the full 
2.99% proposed by the Labour/
Independent administration.

“When we were looking at 

this budget as a group, we did 
want to question closely whether 
or not we should be taking the 
adult social care precept or the 
full 1.99% in the light of current 
difficulties that we know residents 
are facing as we move towards 
April,” she said at Thursday’s 
meeting.

“We have taken the view that, 
at the current time, it would not 
be appropriate to seek to reduce 
the council tax, particularly in the 
area of social care.”

She called for an ongoing 
review of the adult social care 
budget “because clearly it is an 
area of stress”.

Deputy council leader 
Craig Browne (Ind) said: “I’m 
delighted that once again, for this 
administration, it’s a balanced 
budget over the four-year cycle.”

He added: “I’m actually 
pleased we’re delivering it with 
only a 2.99% council tax rise 
now.”

The Alderley Edge councillor 
said it had been “a difficult feat 

to achieve” as the council had 
received no un-ring-fenced 
revenue support grant since 
2019 and, as recently as 2014/5, 
Cheshire East had been receiving 
around £59m a year through this 
grant.

“The vast majority of the 
council tax that we receive is 
simply replacing that lost revenue 
stream, so this budget represents 
excellent value for money, and I 
encourage everyone to support 
it,” he said.

As well as the proposed 
council increase, a 4.43% 
increase in the police precept was 
approved at the Police and Crime 
Panel on Friday, 2nd February, 
adding an extra £10 a year to a 
band D bill and taking the police 
share to £235.44.

Cheshire Fire Authority, on 
Wednesday approved an increase 
of 1.99% in its precept, putting 
an extra £1.61 a year on a band D 
bill taking that element to £82.48.

If Cheshire East’s full council 
rubber stamps the 2.99% increase 

Tax hike will be 2.99% ... if council agrees
as expected in two weeks’ time, 
the combined annual band D 
council tax bill will be £1,944.16.

This does not include parish 
precepts, which varies depending 
on which town/parish people live 
in.

Driver has case 
adjourned

Nicholas Brian Raven, (32), 
of 21, Chamberlain Court, 
Haslington, has had a motoring 
charge adjourned to 22nd April 
for trial.

Raven is charged that on 16th 
July 2021 in Knutsford he drove a 
Land Rover on the M6 southbound 
between junctions 19 and 18 
without reasonable consideration 
for other people using that road, in 
that he drove without due care and 
attention.

The case was adjourned by 
Cheshire Magistrates’ Court, 
sitting in Chester on 7th February.


